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THE CONVENTION ON OLDER PERSON'S RIGHTS:
A GRAPHIC GUIDE

This comic was created through an international partnership between
the Centro Interdisciplinario de Envejecimiento. Universidad de la
Republica of Uruguay and the Scottish Centre for Comics Studies.
University of Dundee.

In June 2015 the Organisation of American States (OAS) signed the
Inter-American Convention of Protecting the Human Rights of Older
Persons. In order to encourage the implementation of this invaluable
legal instrument. It is paramount to promote its ratification in those
countries that have not done so. The creation of Monitoring Steering
Committee requires a minimum of 10 countries to ratify the Convention.
As of September 2021, only 8 Member States have ratified it.

This comic presents an overview of the Convention. Its aim is to
inform and create awareness of the benefits of ratification amongst
stakeholders and the general population.

This comic is dedicated to yesterday’s, today’s, and tomorrow’s older
population.

Written by Fernando Berriel, Mayra Crowe, Adriana Rovira, and Denisse
Torena. Translated by Mayra Crowe.

Art, Lettering, design, and layout by Monty Nero.
Production by Damon Herd.

With thanks to the Arts & Humanities Research Institute (AHRI). School
Research and Knowledge Exchange Committee, School of Humanities,
University of Dundee. Published by UniVerse.
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If you would like to learn more about the Inter-American convention on protecting the Human Rights of Older Persons, please visit:
http://www.oas.org/en/sla/dil/inter_american_treaties_A-70_human_rights_older_persons.asp



IS Human Rights
are not to be
suspended during a
humanitarian crisis and
therefore age cannct
be a discriminatory

element.

_Article 29: Situations of risk and humanitarian emergencies:
State Parties shall adogt all necessary specific measures to ensure the saFetn¥ and
rights of older persons in situations of risk, including situations or armed conrlict,
humanitarian emergencies and disasters, in accordance with the norms of internaticnal

law, particularly international human rights law and international humanitarian law...
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But, there are beds
available in ICU,
and ventilators.

We need teo give pricrity
to other cases that may
arrive,younger people

that could benefit
more from the
resources.

“Discrimination”:

Any distinction, exclusion, or restriction with the purpose or effect of
hindering, annulling, or restricting the recognition, enjoyment, or exercise,
on an equa'l bas:s,_oF human rights and fundamental freedoms in the political,
cultural ,economic, social or any other sphere of public and private life.
(Article 2, Definitions)




We need
to be vigilant in order
to defend our rights. Even when
we are not undergoing a humanitarian
crisis, serious issues occur
that infringe upon older
persons’ human
rights.

In 2001 Mr Vinicio Poblete Vilches died in a Hospital in Santiage de Chile.

In 2018 the Inter—American Court found Chile violated his right to access information

and healthcare which resulted in his death. The Court declared Chile viclated the right
to obtain an informed consent by proxy as well as the right to access healthcare

information, to the detriment of Mr. Poblete and his family.

g The
convention can now
be used as a legal
instrument by any
member states and
its peoples.




We need to
raise awareness
that our rights are

recognized in a legal
' instrument.

_ country those
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approved.
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I understand. ! &
However, it doesn’t mean X
that those rights will be
taken away for the people /

in your country. y.

It means that ~—
those rights will recognise
people of other countries

too. They will enable to
follow up effectively the
protection of those
rights.

. Today we make
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_approving the first legca[
instrument specific of the
Human Rights for Older
' Persons.
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CONTRIBUTOR BIDS

Fernando Berriel is an Associate Professor at Universidad de la
Republicain Uruguay. He is a member of the Centro Interdisciplinario de
Envejecimiento and the Instituto de Psicologia Social of the Psychology
Facuity in Universidad de la Republica. He is a Visiting Professor at
several universities in Latin America.

Mayra Crowe s a Senior lecturer and Spanish Organiser at the University
of Dundee, and International Projects Development Coordinator for the
Scottish Centre for Comics Studies. She actively participates in the
Organ and Tissue Donation campaign in Scotland and has published
the public information comic: The Gift: Transforming Lives through
Organ and Tissue Donation.

Monty Nero is a writer and artist who created the hit series “Death
Sentence” with artist Mike Dowling, published by Titan in English and
Delcourt in French. He’s written The Hulk and X-men for Marvel, and
stories for 2000ad and Vertigo Comics. He’s currently witing the script
for an original television series with director Matthais Hoene, a new
graphic novel with artist Yishan Li. and finishing the Death Sentence
Liberty series with artist Martin Simmonds. He has a Masters in Comic
Studies with Distintion and won the Duncan of Jordanstone prize. He
lives in Dundee, and his agent is James Wills at Watson Little Ltd.

Adriana Rovira is a Human Rights and public policy expert on Age and
Aging. Her undergraduate studies were in Psychology and her Masters
in Social Psychology. She is currently a PhD student in Psychology
at the Universidad de la Republica, Uruguay where she lectures and
researches. She is the former Chair of Instituto de Personas Mayores
del Ministerio de Desarrollo Social (MIDES) 2011-2020. She participated
in the commission that created the Interamerican Convention on
Protecting the Human Rights of Older Persons, driving participative
public policies awarded by the Organization of American States (OAS).

Denisse Torenais a designer and illustrator of educational and literary
texts. She lectures and researches in the Architecture, Town Planning,
and Design Facuity at the Universidad de la Republica, Uruguay and
is a member of the Centro Interdisciplinario de Envejecimiento. She is
currently developing a research project on arts linked to aging as part
of her PhD studies in History and Arts at the University of Granada.
Spain.

Damon Herd is an artist, researcher, and educator. He is Programme
Director of the MDes Comics and Graphic Novels at Duncan of
Jordanstone College of Art & Design, University of Dundee. His
research area includes zines and DIY publishing culture as well as
autobiographical comic books, performance, and the games authors
play with truth.
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This publication aims to contribute to the dissemination of the
Inter-American Convention of Protecting the Human Rights of
Older Persons. Each reader of this ‘graphic guide’ is invited to
disseminate it, and encourage others to read it, in order to join in a
collective reflection about the paths we will take as neighbours in
the world to respect, protect and promote the full possession and
exercise of all rights, without restrictions and on equal footing, by
all older persons.
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The Convention on Older Person’s Rights: A Graphic Guide, October 2021,
published by UniVerse, the University of Dundee, Perth Road, Dundee, Scotland,
UK. Project coordinated by Mayra Crowe. Production by Damon Herd. All Rights
Reserved. All work created for The Convention on Older Person’s Rights: A
Graphic Guide is © University of Dundee. No reprinting without the permission
of the creators is permitted. This publication is available in an electronic format
and can be printed and used for educational and non-commercial purposes with
due citation.
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